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First United Church of Christ
217 East High Street
Ebensburg, PA 15931

(814)472-7156
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 11:00 am

South Ebensburg UCC
380 Wilmore Road
Portage, PA 15946

(814)472-7156
Worship Service: 8:30 am
Sunday School: 9:30 am

Website address:
www.EbensburgUCC.org
Edmail address:
Newsletter@EbensburgUCC.org

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR:

e October 1&iRev.

Chuckodos firg

e  October 1% Turkey
Biscuit Dinner

e  October 23 Start of
Confirmation Class

e  October 30iQuarterly
Meeting at First Church

e November 20, 3 pni
Rev . Chuckd 3
tion Service

e November 24, 10 ani
Thanksgiving service at
South Church
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Welcome Rev. Chuck & Nancy

Shout the good news and let When you meet this delight-
bel | WEHAVE ful, engaging couple you can- Elizabeth Brown in 1979.

t lhie
A NEW PASTORWccording
to His perfect timing and

plan, God has led us to Rev. have an easygoing, graceful,
0 C h u c Bauthdbnackains cormpassion- ated from King College in

Charl es
his wonderful wife, Nancy.
We are very excited to wel-
come them to our church

not help but feel you have
just met new friends. They

Chuck Davis married Nancy

Nancy was born and raised
on a farm outside of Staun-
ton, Virginia. She gradu-

ate hearts and a fire to serve Bristol, Tennessee with a

the Lord.

family.

We have had quite a journe; | :

for the past two years fol-

of ups and downs, twists

and turns, and a darkened

corner or two. But never dicii

we waver in our steadfast
belief that God is with us

every step of the way and
that He has a planii a plan

a 4
fo prosp)ér us and give us

hope and a future. We may
not have known two years
ago who our new pastor
would be, but God did. And
He was grooming Rev.
Chuck for us (and us for
him). After a long, cold
nighr%, ?P@QPH”%‘N_ dawn is
breaking in the life of our
church.

From the very first meeting
of the search committee
with Chuck and Nancy, the
fit just felt so right.

Rev. Chuck and Nancy

Reverend Chuck was born i
Louisville, Kentucky.He
holds Bachelors degrees in
Bible and Philosophy and a
Masters of Divinity Degree.
Reverend Chuck was or-
dained to the ministry in
1984 and has served
churches in Kentucky, Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania.He
is also a certified EMTHe
enjoys reading mystery and

science fiction stories, watch-
ing vintage movies and clas-
sic TV programs, listening to

a variety of music, eating at

White Castle, and playing the

guitar.

BA degree in elementary
education. Nancy has
taught Kindergarten and
third grades while in Vir-
ginia and has substitute
taught while in Pennsyl-
vania. Nancy enjoys inter-
national coffee, being with
her family, quiet nights at
home, and good friends.
She, alongside her hus-

N band, is very active in the
church. They have two
sons, Philip, aged twenty
six, living in Scottsdale,
Arizona, and Michael, aged
twenty-five, living in Dun-
cansville, Pennsylvania.

Reverend Chuck and Nancy
have already been moved
into the parsonage and will
begin their ministry here on
October 16. Please plan to
attend to experience for
yourself what all the
excitement is about. Great
things are happening at the
United Church of Christ!

e
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All Things New

A new pastor...a new era...a new opportunity...a new newsletter! With all of the new stuff happening around here, we anakea-
ing our newsletter to help keep everyone informed, to communicate better between and within our churches, to capitalize en th
moment um and anticipation that we are experiencing, touce ejajch o
new friends to some of the things that make us special.

In some ways, our church is at a crossroads. We have come throug

a period of uncertainty and still face challenges, as many churches

do. But our greatest asset is the family of believers who call this 2t 4
church ohome. 6 The Holy Spiri \\_ nfd t he
our church beats strong. We have the potential right here, right nov .~ \// e
to do some truly magnificent things. Yes, we may be at a crossroac Py -
but |l etds give thanks that we RightwayNeWWay Alnd,
follow Jesus the Way), then our way will be clear. This newsletter is NoWay
designed to chronicle that journey.

Did you know the word 0Gospel 6 i[slh wo
0godspel 6 meaning 0Good News?©o nit|ir al
message of the Bible and the foundation of our church is the Gospe
or Good News, about the person, the work, and the saving grace of
Jesus Christ. The Good News is that we have a Savior who loves t
The Good News Letteis a tool that we can use to demonstrate what
that love has done for us.

—

This newsletter has an adGo ondew hle
L e t t Werare &ure hoping you think it is indeegood It will have a
|l ot of features we havendt seen before. 't will ceratyaui nlfy] i nf
can already read in the weekly bulletin. Each issue will highlight news from each of our churches with a special emphagiseon
peoplewho give us our character and identity. We especially want to share the things that we do with prospective new families ang
visitors. Each issue will also spotlight one person in a feature callédC h u r ¢ h WeGahllala ourdest to keep up with the many
projects of the Trustee Board with a segment using a play on words caled h e Tr u st Wih af aotiolé calledd F6 c u s n
Mi s s i wemwidl be@iving more imdepth information on the ministries and missions that our church support® Re f | ewilt i ofrf s
be Rev. Chuckds page to shar eohhes Wdrdigdsgirestd @ésehetidummroeokirtgs  wli
real life devotions linked with an applicable Bible verse. We are also going to try a feature calldd e c o mme n d a t iThin
is a space where you can share a favorite author, book, artist, song, singer, poem, experience, recipe...whatever. If sogbts
touched your heart and you think it may touch someone else, let us know.

=
-~

The newsletter will also have things like celebrations, community events, other recurring features and seasonal articlegyalith
fun stuff like puzzles, word finds, trivia, games and clean jokes. It is a work in progress and may take on a varietyrotfas it
develops. Current plans are to produce the newsletter every other month. Thigaar newsletter. Your feedback is welcome,

encouraged and appr GoodNewsgb.i ndllet s keep t he

Help Us Save Money!

Hereds some more Good News about the new |news

_ church website. As you can imagine, it can become costly to produce and mail this to so

// - , s many people. We are asking everyone with access to a computer to please provide us with
an email address. When a new issue is available, you will receive an email with a link to oyr

website. One click, that quick, as good ole Edgar likes to say. This will enable us to save
some trees and a lot of money. Of course, if you do not have a computer, we will have a fgv
printed newsletters available and will be happy to send it to you. Please forward your emajl
5> b address tonewsletter@ebensburgucc.orgr contact Pete and Shannon. THANKS!

\\Q //
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Wh o 6 s I n t h e

We expect this feature to become a favorite part of the
Good News Letter I'n each issue,
one person from First or South Church. This is an op-
portunity for readers to really get to know that person.
We will be talking with folks of all ages and back-

whatever they want to share is ok. This is a chance to
learn from the wisdom of our elder members, and to
capture the faith of a child as seen through the eyes of
our younger members. We will strive to explore all the
different facets that make our church family shine so
brightly.

In Proverbs 27:19 we read,
0OAs water reflects a f
This regularly appearing segment will give Revere
opportunity to share his heart and mind with us as
gether in Christian unity. We are looking forward

sl Reflect| NS

Chuckds insight as he cfomm SR oin wp’i It
with the Lord, and to live a life that reflects what wesbelieve. 7
Building a stronger church begins with building a stronger faith\

Building a stronger faith begins with ' q

reflecting the love of Christ. by Rﬁ)e‘henb Chug

Homeless Ministry

With the colder weather setting in, it is time to focus on our homeless friends in Pittsburdtor
several years now, our church has been sending volunteers to help feed, clothe, and pray with the
“  homeless living under the bridges and on the streets of Pittsburgh. One Friday night each month, a
« delegation reports to No Walls Ministry armed with sack lunches complete with sandwiches, cook-
ies, and sometimes a piece of fruit or other special treat. Hot
soup is also provided by volunteers to hand out. They walk t
streets and look under bridges and down desolate alleys, off
ing food, drink, and prayer to all they meet. One Saturday ea
month, a group takes a full meal to Pittsburgh to be served to
the homeless who attend a worship service. Clothing, blan-
kets, and hygiene items are also given to them on a firsbme,
first-served basis. The need is always greater than the suppl , .i

Ruth Makin is asking for contributions of blankets, sleeping bags and any warm clothing to be taker: A
the homeless in conjunction with their visitsltems can be dropped off at both churches and will be

delivered on their next trip to Pittsburgh. Please also remember to pray for those who are living on

streetsiii t 6 s only by the grace of God that we ar
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News rom First Church

T al ki n 6 T ur k ey

Just a reminder of our upcoming TurkeBiscuit dinner on Wednesday, October 19th.
The fall and spring dinners are a major fundraising event for our church and a well
established Ebensburg tradition. As always, we need all hands on deck. Kitchen and
dining room help is crucial to its success. Church members are also asked to bring a
fully cooked 20 pound turkey picked (or cut) into small pieces, along with the dripping ‘ s .
in a separate container. Itéds a | ot o B 40 a
(not to mention delicious food!) Spread the word and invite a friend or two. '

The Wi th hard weerko naenéd aat toi Geutd
Tpusfee Too‘so X Board has been very active for the past few years. Our | ’
church and facilities have never looked better! The change
have been both cosmetic and cost saving. Some of the im"
provements to the Jenkins Education Building include insu:.
lating and replacing the ceiling in the fellowship hall, chang
ing to energy efficient boilers, installing new flooring in the
foyer and halls, and replacing both sets of doors including
the addition of an attractive stone finish. A bright and beautiful

and cracks in our stately bell tower. The bricks were repaired;peinted, resealed and coated. Con-
currently, the window frames and doors of the church building were stripped and repainted, and crag
in the covers of the staineeylass windows were repaired. A capital fund drive is currently underway &
recoup the $34,000 cost of these much needed improvements. Donations are being sought and

men who take such pride in caring for our church.

Thank You Billy!

Billy Plummer was recognized during the service at First Church on Sunday, September 25th for his
selfless service and dedication as our filh pastor for the better part of two years. Billy was a steady

hand on the rudder while we navigated through some wavy seas.
stepped up when we really needed him, providing admirable servicg
from the pulpit and from behind the lawnmower. Simply put, he did
this because he loves the Lord and he loves this church. Have an

— emergency? Call the Plummer! J

The Deacons expressed their gratitude to Billy with a gift of a 10 C

m!box set of 0Ol dies But Goodi es

p peanut

\\ THANK YOU VERY MUCH BILLY!!! /f
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THERN EXPOSURE |/

)
News from South Church /N
Sunday School Days A New Home

Sunday School classes began on September 18th and Gospel Light was cho- Long time members of South Ebensburg, Ike
sen as this year's curriculum.n addition to the regular class session, the 6th  and Lois Hughes, have moved off the farm
/>y gradestudents will be competing in a Bible Blurt Tournament throughout the  and are now residents of Ebensburg. They

X Sunday School year which will increase their skills in finding Bible verses, are pleased to announce that the farm has

learning the books of the Bible, and Bible terminology at a fast pacehe win-  remained in the family and is now owned by

ner at the end of the school year will receive a special award yet to be determined. Until the the Bard FamilyiKeith, Ellie, Emma, Ben &
confirmation class begins, our 8th grade students will be assisting with Sunday School tasksBecky. lke and Lois now reside at 163
and the preschool/elementary classes.lt is hoped that an adult class will begin soon. Horseshoe Drive, Ebensburg and their new
phone number is 4727052,

Fair -y Tale

The Cambria County Fair is an exciting time for some of our youth at South A New Baby
church. The strong connection with 4 has allowed kids to join livestock .
clubs which hold their annual roundip (or project completion) at the fair.
This year Maria and Evan Minor exhibited Dairy cows where Evan received
two second place ribbons in his respective classes and Maria received two
first placings. Becky Bard took several species to the contests, pigs, lambs and stee&he
took home several ribbons along with the Champion & Reserve Champion County Bred
Lamb banners, Middle Weight Champion Swine, Senior Swine Showman and Senior Lamb
Stockman. She also competed in the Supreme Champion Showmanship contest where she
received experience in showing livestock that she had never shown before. Laura Kirby en-
tered her sewing project and received a blue ribbon and Best of Show. Even though the
week was quite damp, the 44 members and their families made light of the dreary weather
and enjoyed the mud and fellowship of other die hard fair goers.

Congratulations to Matthew and Heather

(Makin) Dombrosky who welcomed baby
RuthAnn Caroline Dombrosky into the

world on September 21st! She weighed
7 Ib 11 oz and was 21 inches at birth.

Community Hall Sold

+  The South Church recently solthe Community Hall. The
= church has only owned the hall since 1996, but it has

| been an integral part of community life here in South

- Ebensburg for much longerThe building was built
around 1849 as an Independent Church.In 1854 the
Cambria Township Board of School Directors purchased it
for the amazing amount of $45 to use as a schoollt was
named the Rees E Rees SchooMany of the locals were teachers in this one room school- P
house, such as Elmer Hughes, Emma Roberts, Maude Llaydi MaryJones. Their job was i
not only to teach the 3 R's, but to build the fire to keep warm and have water available for a” giky
drink. Mary Jones Burr was one of the last teachers there and she wrote a poem to memoriHot dogs over an open fire, delicious des-

Great Day for
a Picnic!

alize the school. In 1930 the Township School Directors sold the building to the South serts, intense games of Corn Hole and Lad-
Ebensburg CommunitgZenter. The building was used for many social eventseunions, der Ball, and good family fellowshipThat's
Church group parties for young and old, Chick@modle dinners, spaghetti dinners, etclt what makes a great picnic and it was a won-

was used during the summer 02004 for church services while we were redoing the base-  derful opportunity for our members at South
ment at the church. The 4H groups also used the buildinglt holds lots of memories. Ebensburg to meet Rev. Chuck and Nancy.
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A Joyful Noise

daughter Maria was struck and killed by a vehicle
.driven by his son. St evelnds f
entitled oBeauty Wil!l Ri slel, 6 w
tional struggle with keeping faith in God through
unimaginable suffering. His pain, his anger, and

Sy This CD is highly recommended to everybody who
has ever had to endure the loss of a loved one, especially the loss of a child. Even those who have never been entrusted wit
that agony wil |l be moved to tears with Stevends raw emotilon fo

Foll owing are the words to one of the songs on the album,|f|enti

When you think youdve hit the bottom, and the bott|dgm gi
And you fall into a darkness, no words can explain

You dondt know how youdl |l make it out alive, JeSnus wi ||
And when the doctor says, o0l&6m sorry, we. donot k'-novv wh
And youb6re | ooking at your family, 'wonderJjng h,oﬁv‘ tfHeyd
Whatever road this life takes you down, Jesus will meet you there . | : \ HAP M A ..»\

He knows the way to wherever you are

He knows the way to the depths of your heart

He knows the way O6cause Heds already bee
Jesus will meet you there o

When the jury says bguiltyo.;(ﬂ.a,nd,,_‘ dl os¢
The one you love says nothing, but just packs up and goes
The sunlight comes and your Jelgus

When you failed again, and all the second chances have bee
And the heavy weight of guilt and shame is crushing down on
And all you have is one last cry for help, Jesus will meet you there
He knows the way to wherever you are, He knows the way to the depths of your heart
He knows the way 6cause Heb6s already been where yolubr
When you realize the dreams youb6ve had for your chii|l d
And when the phone rings in the middle of the night with tragic news
Whatever valley you must walk through, Jesus will meet you there. He will meet you there, Jesus will meet you thére.

- e —

(l‘””f”g’_w Curling Up With a Good Book

ol "ve told my kids for years that God doesn||t ma
Grammy award winning recording artist Steven Curtis Chapman. "Would | believe it now, when
my whole world as | knew it came to an end?"

Covering her courtship and marriage to Steven Curtis Chapman, struggles for emotional balance,
and living with grief, Mary Beth's story is our stemyondering where God is when the worst hap-
pens. InChoosing to SEEshe shows how she wrestles with God even as she has allowed him to
write her story-both in times of happiness and of tragedy. Readers will hear firsthand about the
loss of her daughter, the struggle to heal, and the unexpected path God has placed her on.

Mary Bethds book is the perfect complement [flo he

/f
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‘ L ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ] L appear in the
] - _— next issue.
EclipseCrossword.com —
Down Across
1. Samuel's mentor (1 Samuel 2:11) 3.  Sign of covenant spoken to Noah (Genesis 9:12-
2. Rodent that tried to eat South Church 17)
4.  Faith this small can move a mountain (Matthew 17:20-21) 8. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
5. Killed by David (2 Samuel 11:1-26) " (Proverbs 1:17)
6. Bread from Heaven (Exodus 16:15) 11. Place of the skull (Matthew 27:33)
7.  "For my yoke is easy, and my burden is " (Matthew 15. Tasty bird served on a biscuit
11:30) 17. First and South are termed churches
9.  Our church founders' country of origin 18. Our church's longest tenured pastor
10. What did Jesus offer the Samaritan woman at the well? 19. Replaced Judas as a disciple (Acts 1:12-26)
(John 4:10) 21. Number of pews at South Church
12. First Church's first pastor 22. Shortest verse in the Bible (John 11:35)
13. Nancy Davis's home state 23. Teaching method used by Jesus (Matthew 13:35)
14. Instrument Rev. Chuck plays 24. Spokesman for Moses (Exodus 4:14-17)
16. Our church roots 27. Our church conference
20. Number of our permanent pastors, including Rev. Chuck 28. The Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6)
25. Location where disciples first called "Christians" (Acts 11:19- 29. Paul's trade/job (Acts 18:2-3)

25)
26. "My God, My God, why hast thou me?" (Psalm 22:1)
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The First Thanksgiving

In September 1620, a small ship called the |0

passengers--an assortment of religious separatists seeking a new home where they could freely

practice their faith along with other individuals lured by the promise of prosperity and land own-

ership in the New World. For over two months, they braved the harsh elements of a vast storm

tossed sea. Finally, with firm purpose and a reliance on Divine Providence, the cry of "Land!" wag
heard. They dropped anchor near the tip of Cape Cod, far north of their intended destination at the mouth of the Hudsom.Rive
One month later, the Mayflower crosseMlassachusettsBay, where thePilgrims as they are now commonly known, began the
work of establishing a village at Plymouth. On December 11, just before disembarking at Plymouth Rock, they signed the
"Mayflower Compact* America's first document of civil government and the first to introduce sgidvernment.

Throughout that first brutal winter,

most of the colonists remained on

board the ship, where they suffered

from exposure, scurvy and out-

breaks of contagious disease. Only

half of the Mayfl owerd6s original pas-

sengers and crew lived to see their

first New Englandspring. In March,

the remaining settlers moved

ashore, where they received an

astonishing visit from an Abenaki

Indian who greeted them in English.

Several days later, he returned with

another Native American, Squanto,

a member of the Pawtuxet tribe who

had been kidnapped by an English

sea captain and sold into slavery

before escaping to London and re-

turning to his homeland on an exploratory expedition. Squanto taught the Pilgrims, weakened by malnutrition and illness thow
cultivate corn, extract sap from maple trees, catch fish in the rivers and avoid poisonous plants. He also helped the sstibege
an alliance with theWampanoag a local tribe, which would endure for more than 50 years and tragically remains one of the sole
examples of harmony between European colonists and Native Americans.

I n November 1621, after the Pil gr i msWillaniBradfdrdorgaoized a cklebratorg s t
feast and invited a group of the fledgling colonyds Nati \
member ed as Amer i c a rdtsough the Rilgrils tieimselnek may not Have gsed the term at the tifithe
festival lasted for three days. Historians have suggested that many of the dishes were likely prepared using traditionav&lat
American spices and cooking met hods. Because the Pilgri ms
fall of 1621, the meal did not feature pies, cakes or other desserts, which have become a hallmark of contemporary celebra-
tions. There were also no domestic cattle for dairy products, and the newdiscovered potato was still considered by many Euro-
peans to be poisonous. The historic banquet did include ¢
turkey and quail) and boiled pumpkins along with more at
dishes like venison, swan, fish, eels, seals, clams, lobster, berries, watercress,

dried fruit and plums.

As Americans celebrate Thanksgiving each year, may we retain the original
gratefulness to God displayed by the Pilgrims and many other founding fathers,
and remember that it is to those early and courageous Pilgrims that we owe
not only the traditional Thanksgiving holiday but also the concepts of self
government, selreliant communities, the "hardwvork” ethic, and devout reli-

D
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http://www.history.com/topics/massachusetts
http://www.history.com/topics/pilgrims
http://www.history.com/topics/new-england
http://www.history.com/topics/wampanoag
http://www.history.com/topics/william-bradford

