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January 1stñ

Installation of officers 

at South Church during 

the worship service 
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A very uplifting event in the life of our church occurred 

on November 20, 2011.  Reverend Charles òChuckó 

Davis was officially installed as our new pastor.  A spe-

cial service was conducted with a representative of the 

Somerset Association of the Penn West Conference.  

The service began with a formal calling of Reverend 

Davis by the Deacon Board chairpersons of First and 

South Ebensburg UCC and proceeded to a covenant 

whereby we as a congregation received Reverend Davis 

as our pastor.  We promised to labor with him in the 

ministry of the gospel and to give him due honor and 

support.   

 

The chancel and bell choirs performed and Reverend 

Chuck even treated us to a song on his guitar entitled 

òPretty Amazing Graceó by Neil Diamond.  True to his hum-

ble nature, Reverend Chuck describes the song as an hom-

age to his life story and his own personal relationship with 

the Lord.  The service concluded with the traditional Welsh 

hymn òGuide Me, O Thou Great Jehovahó and was followed 

by a reception in the Jenkins Hall.  The service was open to 

the public, and several other local pastors were in atten-

dance.  A pretty amazing day for our church because of a 

pretty amazing grace, indeed. 

U n d e r  N e w  M a n a g e m e n t  



Pretty amazing grace is what you showed me  Pretty amazing grace is who you are 

I was an empty vessel  You filled me up inside  And with amazing grace restored my pride  

 

Pretty amazing grace is how you saved me  And with amazing grace reclaimed my heart  

Love in the midst of chaos  Calm in the heat of war  Showed with amazing grace what love was for  

 

You forgave my insensitivity and my attempt to then mislead you  

You stood beside a wretch like me  Your pretty amazing grace was all I needed 

 

Stumbled inside the doorway of your chapel  Humbled and awed by everything I found  

Beauty and love surround me  Freed me from what I feared  Asked for amazing grace and you appeared 

 

You overcame my loss of hope and faith  Gave me a truth I could believe in 

You led me to a higher place 

Showed your amazing grace  When grace was what I needed 

 

Look in a mirror I see your reflection  Open a book you live on every page  

I fall and youõre there to lift me  You share every road I climb 

And with amazing grace you ease my mind  

 

Came to you with empty pockets first  When I returned I was a rich man  

Didnõt believe love could quench my thirst  But with amazing grace you showed me that it can 

 

In your amazing grace I had a vision  From that amazing place I came to be 

Into the night I wandered  Wandering aimlessly  Found your amazing grace to comfort me  

 

Pretty amazing  Pretty amazing 

 

You overcame my loss of hope and faith  Gave me a truth I could believe in 

You led me to that higher place  Showed me that love and truth and hope and grace 

Were all I needed 

P R E T T Y  A M A Z I N G  G R A C E  
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B y :  N e i l  D i a m o n d  
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     You are all familiar with the Christmas song, òThe Twelve 

Days of Christmas.ó Well, this Christmas season I want us to 

use this song as our devotional guide. Now, I know what youõre 

thinking: òItõs a delightful song with a lot of strange gifts. How 

can it be used for my devotion, much less for church?ó Iõm 

glad you asked, because when the song was written it did 

have quite a serious purpose. 

     òThe Twelve Days of Christmasó was originally a catechism 

song to help young Catholics learn about their faith. In other 

words, the song would help them to remember their faith. You 

see, from the years 1558 to 1829, Catholics in England were 

forbidden to practice their faith according to Parliamentary law (their punishment for practicing their faith was 

torture and imprisonment!). So, the song was written with ògiftsó to describe the hidden meanings of their faith. 

So, it was more of a confession of faith than a Christmas carol. And only the faithful would understand that, 

while everyone else would simply enjoy the music. 

     Here is the key: the òtrue loveó in the song refers to God; the òmeó who 

receives the gifts is every believer of the Lord. And  hereõs the resté 

1. Partridge in a pear tree=Jesus Christ 

2. Turtle Doves=The Old and New Testaments 

3. French Hens=Faith, hope and love (our theological virtues) 

4. Calling Birds=The Four Gospels 

5. Golden Rings=The Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible 

6. Geese a-laying=The six days of creation 

7. Swans a-swimming=The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 

8. Maids a-milking=The eight beatitudes 

9. Ladies Dancing=The nine fruits of the Spirit 

10. Lord a-leaping=The Ten Commandments 

11. Pipers piping=The Eleven faithful apostles 

12. Drummers drumming=The twelve points of doctrine in the Apostleõs Creed 

     The song focuses on the partridge ð each gift is seen in relation to this first and greatest gift, as it should  

be. The partridge in a pear tree (Christ) is perceived as a gift that symbolically expresses his desire to gather us 

and care for us and protect us just like a mother hen, who would even give her life for her chicks. It has been 

said that the partridge also, when necessary, feigns injury to distract predators from her brood. 

     So, letõs celebrate and give thanks for our spiritual gifts as we celebrate this carol. And let us give thanks for 

Jesus, our mother partridge, who was born to save us from all things hurtful and destructive, even by giving of 

his very life for us all: ñéhow often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 

under her wingséò  Luke 13:34. 

 

     Because of the Christ, 

     Rev. Chuck 



Lee Ann Oswald and Bryan Daves were united in marriage at The Plaza at Oceanside in Pom-

pano Beach, Florida, on April 23, 2011. The bride is the daughter of Don and Carrie Oswald 

and the granddaughter of James and Carolyn Maurer and the groom is the son of John and 

Mary Kay Daves. Bryan is employed as an insurance agent at Daves State Farm Agency in 

Chesapeake VA and Lee Ann is employed as an office associate at Harwood State Farm Agency 

in Norfolk VA. The couple resides in Virginia Beach, VA. 

Pete and Shannon Felix are happy to make the following announcement...It was four years 

ago on our anniversary that we first started trying to get pregnant.  Four long years later, to 

the day, we find out we are going to be parents!  Four years of prayers.  Four years of never 

giving up hope.  And now here we are.  We are just filled with joy and wanted to shout it from 

the roof tops!  We know many of you have been praying for us.  We just want to say thank 

you from the bottom of our hearts.  God answers prayers.  We are going to have a baby!!!!  

A  B u n  I n  T h e  O v e n  
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W e d d i n g  B e l l s  

Stephen Marhefka with 

his first deer (a 3 point) 

taken on Monday No-

vember 28 at 7:20 am 

from the woods behind 

Bill Sickles house. 

F i r s t  T i m e  B u c k  S l a y e r s !  

Trevor Hoffman with his 

first deer (a 6 point) taken 

on the last hour of the last 

day of hunting season from 

the woods behind his uncle 

Peteõs house. 

Baby Felix at 8 weeks 

O u r  T a l e n t e d  Y o u t h  

A spectacular 

performance of 

òThe Drowsy 

Chaperoneó was 

held at CCHS.  

The cast included 

our own Matthew 

Pride, Jack Tern-

drup, and Kim 

Hockenberry.   

Under the direction of 

Chelsea Lightbourne, 

the Hip Hop dancers of 

Wolfõs Performing Arts 

won the State Champi-

onship and are headed 

to Nationals in Janu-

ary.  Two dancers are 

Malia Kutchman and 

Madison Kim. 



In most every Sunday School lesson, students are reminded that God 

wants us to be a part of his world by giving of ourselves.  One way to do 
that is by organizing a mission project that can benefit many and that is 
what the kids at South have done with their Advent Challenge.  Each 
Sunday in Advent has a designated item for the parishioners to bring in.  

This will be our 4 th year and some of the items collected in the past have 
been pillowcases, used books, blankets, cereal, tissues, gloves, drink 
mixes, glue sticks, dish towels, and bed sheets.  Our items have benefited 

the homeless in Pittsburgh and Johnstown, grieving children at the Heal-
ing Patch, the hungry who visit the St. Vincent DePaul Family Kitchen, 
single mothers in Northern Cambria, the local Ebensburg Food Pantry, 

children in the Beginnings program and many more.  Our collection this 
year will be:  Spoon/Fork Sunday ð to aid the family kitchen,  Sock Sun-
day ð for the homeless in Pittsburgh, Small Toy Sunday ð for the Miners 
Hospital Childrenõs Ward, and Onesie Sunday ð for The Gabriel Project. 

The Sunday School at South Church held itõs annual Unicef collection 
drive at the end of October.  Boxes were distributed to families at 

South and First and were to be filled with loose change that everyone 
has laying around the house or car.  When boxes were returned, the 
coins were separated and rolled and a grand total of $156.75 was 
received.  The money has been sent to the Unicef organization and 

the Sunday School would like to thank everyone who participated.  

Unicef  (United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund) was founded in 1946, to 
provide emergency food and healthcare to children in countries that had been devastated by 
World War II .  Today, Unicef continues to provide long -term humanitarian  and develop-

mental assistance to children  and mothers in developing countries . 

A d v e n t  C h a l l e n g e  
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S u n d a y  S c h o o l  C o l l e c t s  f o r  U n i c e f  

Cassidy Long, Zachary Shoff, and Evan Minor; 6th grade 

students at South Church 

In joining in with the holiday tradition of òRinging the Salvation Army Belló, the 
6th grade Sunday School class donned their Christmas clothing and called a few 

friends to hit the West corner of WalMart where 
they rang òmany bells,ó sang, danced and handed 
out candy mints to the busy shoppers.  In the 
spirit of Christmas people smiled, chuckled, and 

put their money in the bucket to make for a suc-
cessful hour at the kettle. 

Following their kettle mission, the kids visited 
with Rev. Chuck and Nancy at the parsonage 

where they made Christmas Cards and bags, 
decorated cookies, and sang a few carols with the 
pastor.  Popcorn and hot chocolate topped off the 
afternoon before heading home. 

C h r i s t m a s  B e l l s  A r e  R i n g i n g  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanitarianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_country


What did the first Christmas look like to the people in-

volved?  They didnõt get the benefit of 2000 years of under-

standing the context.  They just had to live it.  The gospels 

record their amazement, confusion, heartbreak, and joy. 

Todd Agnew, along with several guests, have recorded 

eleven songs on his album òDo You See What I See?ó  His 

hope is that they can bring the wonder of the first Christmas 

into our world.  His CD captures the wonder of Christmas in 

a fresh, new way.  Each song captures some aspect of the original Christmas, and projects it in a new light. 

Most of the songs are original creations, written by Todd Agnew, in the point of view of the people of Jesusõ dayéóNo Roomó by the 

Innkeeper, òThis is All I Have to Giveó by Joseph, and òSleep Welló which is a lullaby from Elizabeth to John.  The feature song on the 

album is entitled òDid You Know?ó which is a song written to Jesus, capturing the wonder of the God of the universe being born in a 

manger.  The lyrics to the song are as follows: 

A book of love, hope, and warmth, The Christmas Quilt is about home,  

about roots, and about "one small snowflake following another, settling on the ground 

soft like a kiss from heaven, covering Smoky Hollow like a blanket of grace that shines 

white with goodness." 

The Christmas Quilt is a compelling and tender account of seven months in the lives of 

the members of a family in the mountains of north Georgia. It will endear you not only 

to its storyline, but to the pictures it paints of Sunday dinners, of picking blackberries, 

of running train tracks, of a revival meeting, and of Granny creating a quilt for her long-

absent son. 

A  J o y f u l  N o i s e  

C u r l i n g  U p  W i t h  a  G o o d  B o o k  

P a g e  6  T h e  G o o d N e w s L e t t e r  

Were Maryõs the first eyes You saw 

Or did You remember choosing that shade of brown? 

Were You surprised at the shepherdõs crazy story 

Or did You know You wrote the song the angels sang? 

What was this life like for You? 

 

(Chorus)  Did You know? 

Did the cross cast its shadow oõer Your cradle? 

Did You know? 

Did You shudder each time Your hammer struck a nail? 

Did You know? 

How much Heaven and how much earth 

Were in this baby at His birth? 

Did You know?  Or did You wonder? 

 

Did You remember the brightness of Your glory 

Or did You just notice it was cold and dark here? 

Did You know Your name or did You have to be told? 

Were You just a baby or were You as old as time? 

What was Your life like?  (Chorus) 


